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DDR AND CHILD SOLDIER ISSUES

A MONTHLY REVIEWCOLOMBIA

DISENGAGED CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

Total disengaged since 1999

Reported cases of force 
recruitment since 1999

This monthly review, produced by IOM, provides a summary of news related to the implementation 
of the Peace Accord in Colombia, including disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) 
processes. Also included are statistics on people in the process of reintegration and former child 
soldiers, with information provided by the Agency for Reincorporation and Normalization (ARN), and the 
Colombian Family Welfare Institute (ICBF).
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Current occupation

Unemployed Employed in
formal sector

Employed in
informal sector 

Economically inactive
(for age, disability, etc) 

9% 23% 47% 21%
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DEMOBILIZED ADULTS

Gender

Ethnicity

Since 1999 July 2018 (This month)
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46%

Total currently in reintegration 
process:

Demobi l izat ion by department (top 8)

COLLECTIVE
18%

INDIVIDUAL
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In process
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* those who have died or who are without occupational registry are not included
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There was a peak in attacks against social leaders after the presidential elections, and the total of 
assassinations reached 80 for this year,1 prompting President Santos to call a meeting of the Security 
Guarantees Committee for 10 July, during which a decision to create a single on-going registry for 
assassinated social leaders was reached.2 Social and victims’ organizations also delivered their first 
report to the Truth Commission on 5 July, in which they detailed ten cases of violence against human 
rights defenders, drawing attention to sociopolitical violence as well as the armed conflict.3 The 
Ombudsperson’s Office also reported that almost 18,000 Colombians were displaced during the first 
half of 2018, mostly from the Pacific and Venezuelan border regions. This number is significantly higher 
than the 12,841 who were displaced in 2017.4

The Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) opened the investigation and procedural stage for Case 003: 
Deaths unlawfully presented as combat casualties by State agents. The Attorney General’s Report 
identifies 2,248 victims, known as “false positives,” between 1988 and 2014, of which 48% were young 
men between the ages of 18 and 30. The International Criminal Court identified the involvement of 10 
brigades from four divisions of the National Army.5

Vice President Óscar Naranjo asserted this month that the use of aerial fumigation with glyphosate will 
not affect the Integrated National Illicit Crop Substitution Plan (PNIS) created for the implementation 
of Point 4 of the Peace Accord, but that its dispersion by drones would rather be a complementary 
measure.8 This clarification comes after the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the 
White House announced record levels of coca cultivation over 2017, and mounting pressure from the 
United States for a more aggressive approach to crop eradication.9

The new Congress was inaugurated on 20 July, with a historic ten seats being allocated to members 
of the FARC. However, three members of the former guerrilla group did not take up their seats, as Iván 
Márquez declined his while declaring his dissatisfaction with security guarantees, the JEP procedural 
laws, the capture of Jesús Santrich, and the lack of progress on the issue of land rights; Jesús Santrich 
remains in custody awaiting a decision on his extradition to the United States for drug trafficking; and 
Jairo González Mora withdrew due to health concerns.10

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

“False positive” cases 
brought to the JEP

Aerial fumigation of coca 
crops to recommence

FARC does not occupy 
three of its ten seats in 

Congress

Attacks against social 
leaders continue

FARC leadership 
comes before the JEP 

for kidnapping cases

FARC-EP IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PEACE ACCORD

In the first case involving FARC leadership, 32 members of the former guerrilla group appeared before 
the JEP to begin an assessment of kidnappings carried out during the armed conflict.6 The hearing on 
13 July responded to reports by the Attorney General, Fundación País Libre, and the National Center 
for Historical Memory, which identified 2,500 to 8,500 kidnapping and extortion cases which occurred 
between 1993 and 2012. The FARC must collaborate and contribute to victims’ reparations in order to 
access the benefits outlined in the Peace Accord, and it is hoped that they will give information on the 
location of disappeared people.7

A new round of talks between the GOC and the guerrilla group began on 2 July, and will continue for five 
weeks, with an agreement on a bilateral ceasefire being a priority. The ELN expressed their concern over 
changes the Centro Democrático has made to the Peace Accord with the FARC,11 but confirmed that 
they will continue peace talks with the incoming government after Iván Duque takes office as president 
on 7 August.12

PEACE PROCESS-ELN
ELN peace talks 

continue

USAID announced the provision of a further $6 million, raising the US response to the Venezuelan migrant 
and humanitarian situation in Colombia to $56 million. The funds will be used for emergency food 
assistance, support for Colombian health centers, and support for information management services.13 

United States to provide 
humanitarian support for 
Venezuelans in Colombia

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

https://verdadabierta.com/asesinatos-de-lideres-sociales-una-crisis-humanitaria/
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/pais/la-comision-de-garantias-para-seguridad-lideres-va-paso-muy-lento
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/verdad-y-memoria/comision-de-la-verdad-recibe-el-primer-informe-sobre-lideres-sociales
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/18000-desplazados-en-colombia-de-enero-a-junio-de-2018-segun-la-defensoria/576489
http://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/la-jep-priorizo-investigacion-de-falsos-positivos-FC9040799
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/vicepresidente-asegura-que-uso-de-glifosato-no-afectara-programa-de-sustitucion-articulo-797442
ttps://colombia2020.elespectador.com/pais/sustitucion-de-cultivos-una-lucha-que-colombia-da-sola
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/politica/el-dificil-camino-de-la-farc-al-congreso
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/jep/jefes-de-las-farc-la-jep-por-delitos-mas-alla-del-secuestro
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/asi-sera-la-audiencia-de-lideres-de-las-farc-ante-la-jep-240144
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/gestor-de-paz-del-eln-invita-ivan-duque-sumarse-los-dialogos-de-paz-articulo-797816
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/eln-afirma-que-seguira-en-dialogos-con-el-proximo-gobierno/577139
https://co.usembassy.gov/es/estados-unidos-anuncia-ayuda-humanitaria-adicional-para-venezolanos-en-colombia/
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This second report by the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies and the University of Notre Dame 
evaluates the progress made in the implementation of the Peace Accord, providing decision-makers with 
key information on the priorities and challenges to come. It also includes a comparative analysis, drawing on 
the implementation of other Comprehensive Peace Accords around the world, and concludes with a review 
of the obstacles and possible solutions for building lasting peace.17

Status of the 
implementation of the 

Peace Accords

FURTHER READING

President Santos announced on 21 July that 36 new municipalities in the country were declared free 
of anti-personnel mines, bringing the total to 264.  These municipalities represent about 40% of the 
673 municipalities reported as having anti-personnel mines. According to figures from Descontamina 
Colombia, more than 6 million square meters have been cleared in the country since 2010, to the benefit 
of nearly 2.4 million people.14

A further 36 
municipalities cleared 

of landmines

A year and a half after the signing of the Peace Accord, the International Verification Component’s Technical 
Secretary delivered their first report on the implementation of its gender approach this month. The report 
concludes that, of the 35 decrees issued by the President, 17 included gender-sensitive elements, as did 
two of five legislative acts, three of six ‘Fast Track’ laws, and six of seven projects filed during the second 
part of the last legislature. The Secretary highlighted, however, that many rulings are not explicit in the 
way in which they will implement a gender approach, and none of them made direct reference to LGBTQI 
people.16

Gender in the 
implementation of the 

Peace Accord

The UNODC certified the removal of 23,770 ha of coca this month, declaring participating families’ 
fulfillment of substitution agreements with the GOC to be 91 percent. Of those certified, 5,474 ha are now 
in the process of substitution supported by the GOC’s Integrated National Plan for Illicit Crop Substitution 
(PNIS), and 47,910 families have received their first payment, 25,505 families and 425 technicians have 
entered the integrated technical assistance, food security, and productive projects process, and 14,000 
harvesters and 1,000 collectors have begun work in community projects. However, the PNIS has registered 
77 instances of violence against those involved in the substitution program, and will not reach its target of 
50,000 ha until August.15

This analysis produced by the International Crisis Group examines the peace negotiations with the National 
Liberation Army (ELN), particularly in the light of Iván Duque’s presidential win. The ELN, which was formed 
in the 1960s and has drawn on Marxist and religious ideologies, is Colombia’s last guerrilla movement. 
Negotiations with the group have been slow-moving, and President-elect Duque has established strict 
conditions for their continuation.18

PNIS coca crop 
substitution progresses

The missing peace: The 
new Government of 

Colombia and its last 
guerrilla group

INSTITUTIONAL PROGRESS

DIVERSITY ISSUES

https://kroc.nd.edu/assets/284863/informe_si_ntesis_2_with_logos.pdf
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/36-municipios-fueron-declarados-libres-de-minas-antipersona-articulo-801697
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/asi-va-la-implementacion-del-enfoque-de-genero-del-acuerdo-de-paz-articulo-797964
http://www.posconflicto.gov.co/sala-prensa/noticias/2018/Paginas/20180724-la-sustitucion-de-cultivos-ha-demostrado-ser-una-estrategia-exitosa-eduardo-diaz-uribe.aspx
https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/068-the-missing-peace-spanish.pdf

