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DDR AND CHILD SOLDIER ISSUES 4

This monthly review, produced by IOM, provides a summary of news related to the implementation " -
of the Peace Accord in Colombia, including disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) fmm®, US AlD |O M

processes. Also included are statistics on people in the process of reintegration and former child %ﬁﬁ RS THE A
soldiers, with information provided by the Agency for Reincorporation and Normalization (ARN), and the

Colombian Family Welfare Institute (ICBF).
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS , N .
Duque won 53.98% and a record 10,369,210 votes in the presidential elections on 17 June, while

A 20 Colombia Humana candidate Gustavo Petro gained 41.81% of the total with 8,031,249 votes and
Centro Der_nocratu':o wins along the Pacific coast, Vaupés, Sucre, Atlantico, and Bogota. He also set a new record for the
party candidate lvan leftist candidate with the greatest number of votes in Colombia’s history, and represents a strengthened
Duque wins presidentia| opposition position.! The President-elect will enter office in August with a majority in Congress, which
elections he will use to implement his proposed adjustments to the Peace Accord, and reforms in the political and

judicial spheres and pension system.?

Areport by the United States’ Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) on 25 June also highlighted

Coca cultivation in a 19% increase in the capacity for cocaine production over 2017. The report spurred further pressure

Colombia increased by gn Colombia tohincrease forcedf elradri]cation, and| f(he Governmegt r(])f Colorr;b(ija (GO(;)Trr]es%oSged

o y announcing the resumption of glyphosate aerial fumigation with the use of drones.® The is

I1% to reach a record currently implementing an Integrated National lllicit Crop Substitution Plan (PNIS) based on voluntary

209,000ha substitution and alternative rural development, and claims renewed aerial fumigation will function as a
complementary measure.?

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PEACE ACCORD | FARC-EP

FARC denounces The former FARC combatant, who was murdered on 3 June, was registered in the Santa Lucia Territorial
. . Training and Reincorporation Space (ETCR), and the armed attack was carried out by individuals from
assas§|nat|on of Estiven Chica Chica armed group. The incident follows a series of assassinations in Cauca and Valle de
member in Itl:langp, Cauca, and brings the number of former combatants assassinated since the signing of the Peace Accord
Antioquia toover 40, according to GOC figures.*

V'

The National Government issued a decree for the closure of two Territorial Training and Reintegration
Developments in Spaces (ETCR) in Antioguia and Cérdoba on 7 June, prompting the governor of Antioquia to ask for all
Iegisl ation for FARC ETCRs to be handed over to regional and local authorities for closure.t The FARC, meanwhile, denounced
5 . the lack of consultation and the uncertainty the decree has generated amongst former combatants.
remtegratlon Meanwhile, the High Commissioner for Peace (ACP) announced the creation of a CONPES that will define
reincorporation for the next 10 years. The FARC reincorporation process falls under the responsibility of
the National Reincorporation and Normalization Agency (ARN) and the Office of the ACP, which have for
the first time agreed the nature of collective and individual reintegration with the FARC political party.

Another hurdle for the transitional justice system was put forward by Ivan Duque’s Centro Democratico
Congress study of the party on 18 June, when they delayed the Congress’ study of its procedural law and requested a ruling by
jEP’S procedural law |the Constitéjtional| Courltl, and thg r%/iew of the proposal by the Er@esidgnt-elect. The Constituti(r)]nzl Court
3 o am ater issued its ruling allowing the Congress to continue its work,? and agreements were reached on an
passed with ?'gmf'cant adjusted law. The GOC, however, claims that the articles pertaining to extradition and the creation of
ad]UStmentS special courtrooms for the military would require an alteration to the Peace Accord’s judicial protections,

and will therefore refer the law to the Constitutional Court.2

v
PEACE PROCESS-ELN
The ELN implemented a ceasefire over the electoral period from 15 to 19 June, beginning the same day

N ELN ceasefire and the that the 5th Round of talks with the GOQ ended without an agrgement ona definitilve ceasefire having
been reached. The 6th Round of talks which began on 25 June will focus on a ceasefire and a framework
end of 5th round of talks agreement to oblige the new government to continue the conversations beyond 7 August.* However,
President-elect Ivan Duque has expressed his intentions to alter the Accord signed with the FARC, and

to impose prison sentences on ELN members. 12

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT v

q q The European Union (EU) High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy has
European Union prowdes announced that the EU will contribute an additional 15 million euros to its Trust Fund for the Colombian
further peace funds peace process. The funds are designated for reincorporation of former FARC combatants. The EU has
already contributed 96.4 euros to supporting the implementation of the peace process.4
[ 3]



http://www.eltiempo.com/elecciones-colombia-2018/presidenciales/analisis-de-la-segunda-vuelta-por-regiones-y-capitales-231930
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/congreso/las-mayorias-en-el-congreso-que-tendra-ivan-duque-231944
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/estados-unidos-presenta-su-informe-sobre-cultivos-ilicitos-en-colombia/572963
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/vicepresidente-asegura-que-uso-de-glifosato-no-afectara-programa-de-sustitucion-articulo-797442
http://m.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/luis-perez-quiere-tumbar-las-zonas-veredales-de-farc-AH8854750
https://verdadabierta.com/gobierno-suprime-los-dos-primeros-espacios-la-reincorporacion-las-farc/
https://colombia2020.elespectador.com/pais/garantizaremos-beneficios-excombatientes-por-10-anos-rodrigo-rivera
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/pulso-politico-mantiene-enredado-proyecto-de-la-jep-en-el-congreso-235676
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/duque-llama-al-congreso-para-que-escuche-propuestas-del-centro-democratico/573031
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/asesinan-a-un-integrante-de-la-farc-en-ituango-226020
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/comienza-cese-unilateral-del-fuego-del-eln-por-segunda-vuelta-230914
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/pablo-beltran-pide-a-duque-continuar-con-proceso-de-paz-con-el-eln-232508
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The Green Party’s consultation, which was approved by the Senate on 5 June, will give Colombians the
opportunity to vote yes or no to their seven proposals, which include a reduction in salaries, prison terms
for corruption, and obligatory accountability sessions for all members of Congress.* The consultation will
take place across the country on 26 August.*

DIVERSITY ISSUES

v

The Ministry of the Interior'’s Democracy, Citizen Participation, and Community Action Directorate
organized the sixth session of the Sectorial Liaison Group on 7 June, bringing together different ministries
and civil organizations of people with disabilities to work on the formulation of a National Accessibility
Plan, which will then be reviewed by the National Council on Disability. The session responded to 2013
CONPES 166, which defines the national public policy on disability, including guidelines, strategies, and
recommendations for its implementation.’®

The four murdered leaders were from El Naya, the area most affected by conflict in Valle, and had been
kidnapped by FARC dissents at the end of April.'® The high rates of assassinations of human rights
defenders has prompted 73 members of the United States Congress to urge the U.S. Secretary of State
and the Trump Administration to protect Colombian social leaders through increased assistance.'t

Two community leaders were confirmed dead in Catatumbo on 23 June, one of whom had been
kidnapped with his wife by the ELN the day before.’2 Members of the EPL also burned a private vehicle
on the Ocafia-Cucuta road, implementing their prohibition on the transport of beer.’? On the Pacific
coast, over 1,500 people from six Embera indigenous communities were trapped in Nuqui, Choco
department, due to violent confrontations between former paramilitary groups, drug traffickers, the ELN,
and FARC dissidents. OCHA warned of threats, unexploded munitions, and the risk of youth recruitment
into armed groups.2

In this report, the Fundacion Ideas para la Paz (FIP) examines the implementation of the Peace Accord with
the FARC terms of citizen participation in order to make technical, realistic proposals for its improvement.
The FIP and its partners implemented their “Siriri” methodology in 12 vereda-level participative meetings
for the creation of Development Programs with a Territorial Approach (PDET) in four sub-regions of the
country. They found that, although the participative exercises present an important step in the right
direction, urgent changes need to be made if the process is to be effective. Specific weaknesses include
their limited capacity to define concrete inputs, the lack of articulation with other initiatives, and the
excessive hermeticism in their implementation, all of which affect their central objective. This report
includes six recommendations for the improvement of this process, which could and should be a key
instrument in deepening democracy in the country.#

Ivan Duque, from the Centro Democratico party, won Colombia’s presidential election and assumes office
on 7 August 2018. His party and his political mentor, former President Alvaro Uribe, campaigned against
the 2016 Peace Accord with the FARC, and he has promised to “modify” it once in power. This report by
the International Crisis Group looks at what this pledge means for the Accord in practice, offers a warning
against a hardline approach toward the deal, as well as recommendations for continuing work alongside
the FARC; to properly fund agencies responsible for the Accord’s rural development provisions; to honor
agreements with rural communities on coca crop substitution; to continue promoting laws to demobilize
illegal armed groups, including transitional justice mechanisms; and reducing the preconditions on
negotiations with the ELN.2


http://ideaspaz.org/media/website/sirirPDET_Final.pdf
http://pacifista.co/consulta-corrupcion-fue-aprobada-de-que-se-trata/
http://www.mininterior.gov.co/sala-de-prensa/noticias/mininterior-expide-circular-que-convoca-para-el-26-de-agosto-de-2018-la-votacion-de-la-consulta-popular-anticorrupcion
https://www.mininterior.gov.co/sala-de-prensa/noticias/listos-insumos-para-formulacion-del-plan-nacional-de-accesibilidad
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/disidencia-de-las-farc-asesino-lideres-de-el-naya-articulo-792344
https://mcgovern.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=397226
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/dos-lideres-comunales-asesinados-en-teorama-norte-de-santander-articulo-796204
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/epl-quema-vehiculo-en-tibu-norte-de-santander-articulo-795852
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/mas-de-1500-personas-confinadas-en-nuqui-por-enfrentamientos-segun-ocha-articulo-796060
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/67-risky-business-duque-governments-approach-peace-colombia

